©
2021 2023

alpha2,6

Identification of glycans important in controlling corpus luteum function:
focusing on alpha2,6 sialic acid modification
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The corpus luteum is an important tissue for establishment and maintenance
of pregnancy. In this study, we aimed to reveal the function of alpha 2,6-sialylation in the
regulation of corpus luteum function. In women, cows, and mice, alpha 2,6-sialylation was increased
in the regressing corpus luteum, suggesting its involvement in the regulation of luteolysis. On the
other hand, in rats, alpha 2,6-sialylation was higher in the functional corpus luteum rather than
the regressing corpus luteum. These results suggest that the expression patterns and function of
galectins and glycans differ between mice and rats, both of which belong to the same rodent species.
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