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We first showed that in addition to high serum B 2-microglobulin (B 2-m)
levels and a long dialysis vintage as the primary and secondary risk factors for the onset of
dialysis-related amyloidosis (DRA), respectively, decreased serum albumin concentration in dialysis
patients is the tertiary risk factor. Next, we showed that class 1 small leucine-rich proteoglycans
(SLRPs) (decorin, biglycan and asporin) colocalize with B 2-m amyloid deposits. We suggested that
the core protein of SLRPs could enhance the deposition of 3 2-m amyloid fibrils in vivo, possibly by

binding directly to the surface of the fibrils and stabilizing the conformation of 3 2-m in the
fibrils, as well as by acting as a scaffold for the polymerization of 3 2-m into the fibrils.
Finally, we reported the first case with transthyretin amyloid cardiomyopathy complicated with
rapidly progressive aortic stenosis possibly caused by transthyretin amyloid deposition in the
aortic valve.
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