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Therapy against HCC by potential ability of CpG endowed by DDS
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We had experienced several advanced HCC cases to which 5-FU/IFN alpha
therapy gave marked therapeutic efficacy, but the therapy was not approved as a standard therapy at
that time. CpG nucleic acids containing non-methylated CG sequences are being used in clinical
trials of cancer and infectious diseases, but the efficacy has not been proved thus far. In this
study, we have succeeded to induce IFN alpha/gamma at high levels in HCC cells by combination of K
type CpG and our unique DDS system. This is particularly important because D type CpG usually
induces IFN alpha but clinically available K type CpG does not. This result was also confimed with
colorectal cancer cells. Our findings may open a new avenue to novel therapy against HCC and other
solid tumors.
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