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Hypoxic responses of cancer stroma in non-small cell lung cancer
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The mRNA levels of TGF-alpha and TGF-beta of tumor-associated macrophages
were elevated in the hypoxic condition. When cancer-associated fibroblasts were cultured in the
hypoxic condition in supplement with TGF-alpha, the mRNA level of TGF-beta of these cells was
upregulated. In non-small cell lung cancer, soluble PD-L1 in peripheral blood derived not only from
PD-L1-positive cancer cells but also from PD-L1-positive macrophages. In the group with higher
density of PD-L1-positive macrophages and higher level of soluble PD-L1 in plasma has a poorer
prognosis after surgery in patients with non-small cell lung cancer
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