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Transthoracic echocardiographic diagnosis of patent foramen ovale associated
with cryptogenic strole
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This study aimed to evaluate the efficacy of saline contrast transthoracic
echocardiography (TTE) for identifying PFO associated with cryptogenic stroke(CS).

Contrast TTE showed that right-to-left shunt of Grade 4 was more frequently observed in patients
with CS. Right-to-left shunt of Grade 4 was associated with multiple anatomical characteristics of
high-risk PFO. These findings suggest that contrast TTE can be effective to stratify patients for
transcatheter PFO closure.
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