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Development of a novel antifibrotic therapy for pulmonary fibrosis targeting
integrins in Ffibrocytes
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Fibrocytes are considered to be important effector cells in pulmonary
fibrosis. The research group to which the principal investigator belongs found that expression of a
9 integrin was increased in a subpopulation expressing collagen among a cell population with a
higher purity of pulmonary fibrocytes. In this study, we aimed to clarify the role that a 9 integrin
signaling plays in fibrocytes. When the migration ability of fibrocytes isolated from mouse lung
tissue was evaluated, the number of migrating cells was reduced in the group to which anti-a 9
integrin antibody was added. When fibrocytes were stimulated with fibronectin, which contains a
domain to which a 9 integrin binds, and the effect on the expression of collagen and humoral factors
was evaluated, there was no change in expression.
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