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Evaluation of potential therapeutic agents a?ainst the virus causing acute fatal
encephalitis in children using a mouse model.
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Chandipura virus (CHPV) causes acute encephalitis in children, with a
fatality rate of 50-70% in India. However, no effective treatment or animal model has been
established to date. This study aimed to develop antivirals against CHPV.

We previously reported that CHPV causes lethal infection in immunocompromised SCID mice. Using SCID
mice, we demonstrated that favipiravir inhibited the propagation of CHPV in vitro and that treatment
with favipiravir significantly prolonged the survival of CHPV-infected mice and reduced viral
titers in various organs, including the blood. In addition, drug screening revealed four new drugs
that were effective against CHPV in vitro, two of which showed synergistic effects when used in
combination.
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2_High-throughput screening of drug compound library identifies antiviral compounds against Chandipura virus in vitro.
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