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Functional analysis of reticulofibroblasts in lymph node metastasis of
gastrointestinal cancer
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The prognostic impact of FRC in metastatic lymph nodes was found not only in
colorectal cancer but also in gastric cancer, suggesting that fibroblastic reticular cells (FRC) in
metastatic lymph nodes may contribute to lymph node metastasis promotion in various

gastrointestinal cancers. The establishment of fibroblast cell lines from tumor tissue, adjacent
normal tissue, and metastatic lymph nodes using clinical specimens made it possible to analyze how
differences in their localization may lead to differences in function. In the future, they plan to
develop novel therapeutic strategies for gastrointestinal cancers targeting FRC.
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i 68.0 (57.5-78.0) 67.0 (62.0-74.0) 0.872
MR B/& 28 (65%)/15 (35%) 27 (66%)/14 (34%) 0.944
RHECRE, % 1.58 (0.70-3.52) 12.96 (9.05-18.87) <0.001
MR{EFROE 7 (16.3%) 11 (26.8%) 0.242
pStage I/11/11I/IV 2/7/27/7 2/7/12/20 0.007
FeRBUKHRRZ ST 3(7.0%) 13 (31.7%) 0.005
1RAE RO/R1/R2 39/4/0 22/7/13 <0.001
PR FROE 24 (55.8%) 26 (63.4%) 0.481
i B CFRCE 38 (88.4%) 33 (80.5%) 0.321
BB B BB/ hEB/ T ED 14/12/17 6/13/22 0.147
HMEE 0.19

Differentiated 32 (74.4%) 25 (61.0%)

Undifferentiated 11 (25.6%) 16 (39.0%)
RERE (pT) 0.062

1 6 (14.0%) 2 (4.9%)

2 0 4 (9.8%)

3 13 (30.2%) 8 (19.5%)

4 24 (55.8%) 27 (68.9%)
U ) EnaEE (pN) 0.028

1 8 (18.6%) 6 (14.6%)

2 22 (51.2%) 11 (26.8%)

3 13 (30.2%) 24 (58.5%)
U /(ERE 20 (46.5%) 30 (73.2%) 0.012
MERLE 12 (27.9%) 23 (56.1%) 0.009
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