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We have generated and patented a monoclonal antibody that recognizes only ™
active IL-18" and has a strong inhibitory effect on the function of IL-18. Using this antibody, we
investigated the mechanism of human IL-18 activation in pancreatic cancer cell lines and found that
both the hypotrophic microenvironment of pancreatic cancer cells and treatment with the anti-tumor
drug 5-FU may induce inflammation through IL-18 activation via pyroptosis, which is inflammatory
cell death. The combination of anti-tumor drugs and the antibody that inhibits IL-18 function could
lead to a new therapeutic approach for pancreatic cancer.
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