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Elucidation of the function of extracellular matrix proteins in sepsis
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The extracellular matrix protein SVEP1 is highly expressed in the lungs.
Septicemic stimulation reduces gene expression of SVEP1 and alters the response of SVEP1 in vascular
and lymphatic endothelial cells. SVEP1 heterozygous knockout mice have a lower survival rate after
septic stimulation compared to wild-type mice, and histological evaluation of the lungs suggests
that SVEP1 heterozygous knockout mice have immature lymphangiogenesis, and that septic stimulation
may cause severe edema of the lungs.
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