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In this study, we focused on the pathogenesis of Hypertensive Disorders of
Pregnancy (HDP), and used a Kampo (Chinese herbal medicine) library to screen for drugs that promote
PIGF (placental growth factor) expression from the placenta and vascular endothelium in an in-vitro
study. We have discovered and reported a drug that promotes PIGF expression from both the placenta
and vascular endothelium. We are currently evaluating the outcome of pregnancy using a mouse model
of gestational hypertension. Based on the above studies, the optimal dosage, timing and duration of
administration will also be considered. We are also searching for combinations of herbal medicines
that are even more effective by extracting the herbal medicines that are common to effective Kampo

drugs.
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HDP PIGF

In-vitro HUVEC TC
1 PIGF
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K et al. Am J Obstet Gynecol. 2010;202:464.e1-6.]
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