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Attempt to define sentinel node micrometastasis in oral squamous cell carcinoma
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This sentinel node (SN) biopsy trial,included 55 patients from three
previous trials, aimed to assess its effectiveness in identifying predictive factors of
micrometastases and to determine whether elective neck dissection (END) is necessary in oral
squamous cell carcinoma. The relationship between the sizes of the metastatic focus and metastasis
in non-sentinel node (NSN) was investigated.
The difference of prevalence between negative- and positive-NSN was statistically significant with
regard to age, long diameter of primary site and number of cases with regional recurrence. In
comparing the size of largest metastatic focus dividing the number of positive SN, with metastaic
focus range of < 3.0 mm in one-positive SN group, there were 18 #33%) negative-NSN and no
positive-NSN. Regarding prognosis,3-year overall survival rate of this group and other were 94 % and
73 % (p=0.04), and 3-year recurrence free survival rate of this group and other were 94 % and 51 %
(p=0.03), respectively.
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