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Stromal invasion and lateral migration of oral squamous cell carcinoma:
reciprocal regulation and molecular basis
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The functional analysis of ladinin-1 (LAD1), which was found to be highly
expressed in the intraepithelial extension of oral squamous cell carcinoma, revealed the possibility
that LAD1 is associated with actin molecules and regulates the migration of cancer cells. We
investigated the relationship between the expression of LAD1, the extent of invasion of cancer cells
on collagen gels, the quantitative morphological evaluation of cultured cells under the suppression
of LAD1 expression, and clinicopathological factor analysis by public database search. LAD1 may
contribute to maintaining the epithelial character of oral squamous cell carcinoma cells, and its
reduced expression may increase its ability to invade the stroma.
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