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The purpose of this study was to examine the impact of tooth loss on quality

of life. A cross-sectional analysis of data from dentists and community-dwelling elderly subjects
was conducted. The results showed a positive association between the number of teeth and
oral-related QOL for both men and women, with higher oral-related QOL demonstrated by those with 20
or more teeth. The results also suggested that wearing removable dentures and the type of denture
may affect oral-related QOL. Among community-dwelling older adults, having 20 or more current teeth
was strongly associated with subjective swallowing function and oral-related QOL. These findings
suggest that the use of removable dentures, denture type, and oral function need to be included to
clarify the relationship between the number of teeth and oral-related QOL.
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