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A Study on Creation of Support Programs Focusing on Hearing Loss of Elderly
People with Dementia in Long-Term Care Insurance Facilities
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Among nurses working at hospitals and home nursing stations in the
Hokuriku region, 60-70% of the nurses reported frequent contact with elderly persons with hearing
loss, and 90% of them felt difficulties in dealing with them. The most common situations in which
nurses felt difficulties were "when explaining about treatment™ and "when supporting
decision-making.

On the other hand, about 30% of the nurses "consider hearing loss when planning care. There was a
significant relationship between the presence or absence of "planning care with consideration of
hearing loss" and the experience of "learning about hearing loss in lectures when I was a student,”

"learning about hearing loss in training for new recruits,” and "learning about hearing loss in
workshops at my facility.In addition, more than 50-70% of the nurses had experience in communicating
Iwith an elderly person with dementia who had difficulty communicating without suspecting hearing
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