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Mechanisms of epigenetic change induction and intergenerational inheritance by
phthalate esters.
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Studies_in mice have shown that exposure during pregnancy to phthalates
(DEHP), which are used as plasticisers, has an effect on spermatogenesis of the offspring. The study
examined the mechanisms by which the cause of induction of hypermethylation of genes essential for
spermatogenesis in the pups® germ cells. The results suggest that reactive oxygen species, which
are increased in the offspring germ cells by maternal exposure to DEHP, may be involved in gene
hypermethylation.
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