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Generational Changes in Japanese Indonesians Ethnicity in North Sumatra
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I examined the nature of Japanese Indonesians in North Sumatra descended
from Japanese soldiers from various perspectives through the lens of ethnicity (what can be
described as Nikkei consciousness or ethnic identity).

This study especially demonstrates that the ethnicity of second generations has been maintained
and strengthened at an individual and collective level, with emphasis on the influence within their
own families and their common historical perspective as revealed in their narratives. In the study
of ethnicity among Japanese Indonesians, three factors are especially significant: blood ties, a
sense of being the descendants of residual Japanese soldiers, and the Japanese influence from the
Issei within the family.
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