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In this research, we conducted a three-year study of tourism in Okinawa
during and after the coronavirus pandemic from the perspective of tourism sociology by studying
marine tourism such as beach resorts, diving, and snorkeling. The methods used were on-site
participant observation and fieldwork. Fieldwork was conducted on remote islands in Okinawa and
beach resorts in Southeast Asia.

The research results show how Okinawa tourism adopted measures to use subsidies to rescue
tourism-related businesses and smooth the local economy during the coronavirus pandemic. It seemed
to have some effect. While tourist destinations in Japan and Okinawa are taking strict measures to
prevent the spread of the coronavirus, overseas regulations have been lax and no measures have been
taken to prevent the spread of the virus.
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This research focuses on the COVID-19 (commonly known as the "new coronavirus
infection") that has been prevalent worldwide since the beginning of 2020, and tourism in
Okinawa, particularly the current state of marine tourism, the main attraction of tourism in
Okinawa, due to the impact of COVID-19. This is a tourism sociological study of
““understanding the current situation and its subsequent changes" and "“the state of marine
tourism, which is the centerpiece of post-COVID-19 tourism in Okinawa." Based on our
fieldwork, we will (1) explore and make recommendations for the state of Okinawa tourism
and marine tourism during the stagnant period of COVID-19 infection; and (2) explore and
make recommendations for the state of Okinawa tourism and marine tourism after the end
of the COVID-19 infection.

First, we will understand the impact of COVID-19 on Okinawa tourism in 2020. First, we
will grasp official figures such as the monthly number of tourists arriving, the occupancy rate
of each hotel in Okinawa Prefecture, and the number of passengers and utilization rate of
each airline route. At that time, interviews will be conducted with administrative agencies
and various organizations. In addition, we conducted interviews with marine tourism-related
businesses (diving, sea kayaking, etc.) and tourists on Okinawa's main island and remote
islands.

The research results are as follows. Valuable data was obtained in real time regarding



tourism patterns during the corona pandemic. In particular, it covers detailed infection
prevention measures within Japan, Japan's entry and exit regulations, and comparisons of

the current situation overseas with Japan.

In Okinawa tourism, | was able to experience

and record multiple concrete examples of how tourism should be conducted and restrictions

during the coronavirus pandemic.

We were able to compare and consider the state of

tourism after the coronavirus pandemic by dividing it into Okinawa, Japan, and overseas.
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