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Development of a Practical Dictionary of Contemporary Japanese Onomatopoeia
Based on Semantic Meanings and Collocational Patterns

Uchida, Yuzu

2,100,000

We proposed a low-cost method for onomatopoeia sense classification using
rules derived from usage examples in existing dictionaries. Additionally, we introduced an algorithm
that classifies expressions based on a "sense score," which favors senses that match more case
analysis features.
We analyzed search histories from online communities related to pregnancy, childbirth, and
parenting, and found that onomatopoeia expressing negative emotions or physical/mental distress
frequently appeared. This suggests that such expressions may serve as useful cues for the early
detection of postpartum depression and related conditions. Clustering co-occurring words further
enabled us to visualize the usage patterns of onomatopoeia in this domain.
We also examined onomatopoeia in comic panel images and found a wide variety, including modified
forms of known words and previously unlisted expressions.
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