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This study focused on class and gender discrimination within the black
community in novels written by African Americans, and aimed to clarify how the representation of
class and gender changed in 20th century black American literature. The protagonists in the works
before and after the Harlem Renaissance were those who adhered to the class and ideals they had
established in white society and suffered from the inability to forge strong alliances with their
fellow citizens. In the post-Civil Rights Movement works, the focus was on the emotional connections

formed by the loneliness experienced by those who are vulnerable due to their class and gender
situations, even as they each suffer in their own unique ways.
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