2021 2023

Japanese as a Heritage Language Education in Small Groups of Overseas Japanese
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In addition to homes and weekend schools, small-scale communities run

voluntarily by parents are other places where children living abroad learn their heritage languages.
However, much remains unknown about the actual status of these unofficial organizations. In this

study, the researcher sought to clarify what kind of educational practices and language use are
observed in these organizations, which are mainly run by Japanese mothers. Furthermore, while
previous studies have compared the language proficiencies of children who use multiple languages
with those of monolingual children and focused on the differences between the two, this study
redefines code switching as creative and strategic language use by adopting a new framework.
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