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Background factors for promoting the understanding of Chinese tones and prosody
by native Japanese speakers
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This study enhances communication among Japanese learners of Chinese by
elucidating upon the mechanisms of phonological processing in Chinese. Focusing on an understanding
of pitch and tones, their cognitive processing in Chinese production and perception were
investigated through Chinese language proficiency tests and psycholinguistic experiments. It was
shown that for Japanese learners to accurately and rapidly produce and perceive oral Chinese, the
prosody of Chinese expressions and the phonological similarity of Chinese and Japanese characters
are all related to Chinese language proficiency. Based on the findings obtained in this study, we
propose effective teaching and learning methods to improve communication skills through accurate
pitch, tones, and prosody.
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