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Command Technology in the Imperial German Navy at the turn of the 20th century

MAEDA, Mitsuhiro
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This study examines to reveal the Command Technology, a system applied by
the Imperial German Navy (1871-1918) to enlarge the fleet and focuses on activities the
Reichsmarineamt and of Koenigliches Materialpruefungsamt in Koenigliche Technische Hochschule
Charlottenburg: The quality tests.

Although the policy of building-up the fleet in this era has been focused on appeal to public
opinion through legislation and propaganda, this study focuses on the industrial technology and its
operation. Thereby it shows that, in order to obtain high-quality assurance for naval
shipbuilding-parts supplied to the Navy, the Reichsmarineamt decided which companies to purchase
products by requested some quality tests from the Materialpruefungsamt. However, the Imperial
Shipyard in Kiel, Wilhelmshaven and Danzig conducted the test at first, and the Imperial German Navy
and the Hochschule Charlottenburg were just indirectly involved through the shipyards.
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