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This study clarified how the issue of common-law marriage has been discussed

and constructed in postwar Japan through historical data and qualitative research with parties
involved in common-law marriages. Using life history research methods, we conducted interviews with
16 people and were able to collect data on common-law marriages at various ages. Through the
research, we were able to confirm aspects of the family system and norms surrounding the modern
family in Japanese society, and we were also able to reorganize and clarify the issues and framework
regarding the current problematic situation of the system of selective surnames for married
couples. Furthermore, we were able to suggest a direction in which the marriage system should be

reformed in the future.
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