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Factors related to difficulty with use of case markers ga, wo, and ni in
children with intellectual disabilities
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The purpose of this study was to clarify the characteristics of and factors
contributing to the incorrect use of the case markers ga, wo, and ni in children with intellectual
disabilities. The results showed that these children maintained the verb-argument structure and
their production of argument was comparable to that of children with typical development. On the
other hand, the use of case markers may be strongly influenced by semantic roles in children with
intellectual disabilities. Furthermore, a preliminary study on children with typical development
suggests that deviations from the usual correspondence between meaning (semantic roles) and grammar
may affect the use of case markers. In addition, when teaching sentences containing case markers ga
and wo to children with intellectual disabilities, it is necessary to consider the types of stimulus

sentences, such as reversibility and word order of the sentences.
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