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Is rapid flower closure of Drosera effective for defense against herbivores?
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This study demonstrated that the rapid flower closure of Drosera in response
to herbivory is effective as a defense against the specialist herbivore Buckleria paludum
caterpillar. Specifically, the following points were revealed: (1) Drosera tokaiensis closed its
flowers nine times faster than during natural circadian closure; (2) the flower closure physically
hindered the movement of B. paludum into the flowers; (3) the extent of damage to ovules was
significantly reduced when the flowers were able to close compared with the condition in which
closure was physically inhibited by the application of a resin.
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