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Study of the thymic dendritic cells derived from early T-cell progenitors
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Thymus plays an essential role in establishing immunological self-tolerance
through the positive and negative selections of the developing T cells by antigen-presenting cells.
Early T-cell progenitors are known to produce antigen-presenting cells, such as dendritic cells in
the thymus. However, the functions of T-progenitor-derived antigen-presenting cells remain
understudied.

In this study, we established a new experimental model to investigate the function of early T-cell
progenitors. Also, we revealed that early T-cell progenitors contribute to the negative selection of
self-reactive T cells through the generation of antigen-presenting cells and to the establishment

of systemic immunological tolerance.
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Early T cell progenitor-derived antigen-presenting cells contribute to T cell repertoire selection in the thymus
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