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It was difficult to obtain sufficient amounts of RNA from 20 ml of
peripheral blood at a time using 9 macrophage-inducing conditions. The surface markers CSF-1, and
IL-34 induced macrophages were evaluated by flow cytometry. There were no significant differences in

the expression of CD14, CD80, CD206, CD163 between CSF-1 macrophages and IL-34 induced macrophages.
The percentage of M4 macrophages was significantly higher in SSc patients than in healthy controls,
but there was no correlation with percentage of specific immunocompetent cells, autoantibodies, or

complications.
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