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Investigation into mechanism of regulation of feeding behavior for improvement
of weight loss due to malnutrition

Yonemochi, Naomi

2,900,000

The present study investigated the role of Kk opioid receptors in regulation
of feeding behavior. Our results indicated that the k opioid receptor agonist nalfurafine,
clinically used as an anti-pruritic drug in patients receiving renal dialysis and patients with
chronic liver disease, promoted feeding behavior through stimulation of Kk opioid receptors in the
nucleus accumbens. In addition, this promotion of feeding behavior induced by nalfurafine acutely
ameliorated the decrease in food intake induced by an anti-cancer agent. These results suggest that

central Kk opioid receptors play an important role in regulation of feeding behavior and k opioid
receptor agonist may be a candidate for reducing anorexia.
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