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Immunosuppressive cells in the tumor microenvironment in colorectal cancer
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We have recently reported a subgroup of microsatellite unstable CRC
exhibiting TGFP -dependent activation of cancer-associated fibroblasts. In the present study, we
focused on the significance of immunosuppressive cell populations in CRC subgroups with different
prognoses and therapeutic responses, especially to immune checkpoint inhibitors. We found that CRCs
showing TGF-responsive stromal activation were associated with M2 macrophage infiltration, as well
as high levels of an immune checkpoint molecule, TIM-3. M2-polarized macrophages and TGF( treated
monocytes showed increased TIM-3 expression, indicating the possibility of anti-TIM-3 therapy in

CRC.
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