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Elucidation of "dry mouth feeling" caused by radiation therapy for oral cancer:
Establishment of an objective evaluation method for minor salivary glands.

Majima, Minami
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In this study, we developed an accurate and simple method for measuring
minor salivary gland secretion. This measurement method is versatile enough to be applied not only
to healthy subjects but also to radiotherapy patients during the development of mucositis during
treatment. To evaluate the relationship between minor salivary gland secretion and total salivary
volume, we conducted a patient questionnaire survey using the visual analog scale method on the
feeling of xerostomia during eating and non-eating in radiotherapy patients. The results suggest
that minor salivary gland secretion may be more related to patient-perceived xerostomia than total
salivary gland secretion.
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