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The purpose of this study is to establish a method for comprehensive,
material science research of the folding screens taken overseas from Japan (overseas Japanese
folding screens) as a whole, focusing primarily on the Nanban folding screens in the collection of
the Soares dos Reis National Museum 1n Porto, Portugal (hereafter referred to as Porto Nanban
folding screens). Folding screens and sliding doors are, so to speak, "composite materials"
consisting of paintings, frames, cracks, and extremely old documents (underlying documents). This
study aims to undertake an international, interdisciplinary study of the Porto Nanban folding
screens, integrating academic knowledge from history, art history, architectural history, folk
tools, cultural anthropology, Christian history, information science, and other fields, as well as
experiential knowledge regarding the restoration of extremely old documents.
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