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History of mentalities on "over-foreignization®: transformation of the meaning
of “otherness® in Switzerland
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This study examines the circulation of the term “ excess of strangers” in

German-speaking countries, particularly in German-speaking Switzerland, and clarifies the changes in

its meaning and the social and psychological background behind it. The term originated in Germany
in the late 19th century as a euphemism for “ excess of Jews.” When it began to be used in
Switzerland in the first half of the 20th century, its meaning expanded to refer to an “ excess of
non-Swiss elements.” This shift was rooted in Switzerland®s national policy of “ spiritual national
defense.” The primary contributions of this study are the clarification of the ideas of President
Philipp Etter, known as the “ father of spiritual national defense,” and the analysis and
translation of Swiss writer Max Frisch®s prose and speech titled “ Excess of Outsiders,” which
initiated postwar debate on the term.
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Das Alpenbild als ein anderes Europa

Changing Paradigms: Humanities in the Age of Crisis"
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