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The process and mechanism of the growth of Taiwanese and Hong Kong Cantonese as
new written languages
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4,500,000

19

In this study, we examined how Hong Kong Cantonese and Taiwanese Southern
Min, which were existing solely as spoken languages originally, grew to be written languages, using
contemporary literary works as basic materials. In addition, we clarified the historical transition
of the characteristics of written form from the nineteenth century to modern times based on
literature other than literary works, and carried out research on phenomena related to the

writing’ using spoken languages.
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