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semi-domesticating useful plants: Reconstruction of the local knowledge in East
Asia
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The unused farmlands have increased in the contemporal Japan because of the
rapid decrease of population and aging. It is the big issue in terms of the food security and land
management. This study is aimed to rethink the significance of a local knowledge on
semi-domestication of cropping in terms of low imput of labor force and cultivating materials, and
to build a practical model for the extensive farming and land management system.

This study pays attentions to "Jinenjo Culture"”, a traditional method, of Konjak (Amorphophallus
konjac), as a case of extensive cropping. The main research has been carried out in the mountation
area of Kochi to collect the local knowkedge on it and to practice it for reproduction. Then |
compare a case of Jinenjo culture in Kochi to other cases of it in Yamanashi, Shiga, and Miyazaki. 1

conclude that there are some patterns of Jinenjo Culture such as coupling with grassland and
combination planting with other crops.
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