2021 2023

The Treatment of Prisoners of War in Modern Japan and Its Transformation in the
Taisho and Early Showa Periods
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The modern Japanese POW policy contrasts the mistreatment of POWs during the

Showa period with the generous treatment of POWs during the Meiji and Taisho periods. This study
attempts to examine the treatment of POWs during three conflicts (Siberian Intervention, Shandong
Expedition, Manchurian Incident) between the end of World War 1 and the Sino-Japanese War, that 1s,
in the period “ between generous and ill treatment” . We were able to make the most progress in our
research on the period of the Siberian Intervention and to confirm from the historical documents
that the treatment of POWs in the POW camps was appropriate. We could also see the attitude of
cooperation with international law and international organizations on POW treatment along with the
relief and repatriation projects for ex-Central Powers POWs in Siberia. But the POW issues outside
the camps, as well as the treatment of POWs during the Shandong Expedition and the Manchurian
Incident,are still subject to further study.
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