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Development of male contraceptives that target proteases in the epididymis
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Spermatozoa generated in the testis are not capable of fertilizing eg?s.
During the process of migration through the epididymis, spermatozoa acquire motility, the ability to
migrate through the female reproductive tract, and the ability to bind to the zona pellucida
(extracellular matrix surrounding eggs), and fertilization becomes possible (sperm maturation
process). In this study, we found that treatment of male mice with an inhibitor of a protein
involved in the sperm maturation process reduced sperm motility and binding ability to the zona
pellucida, resulting in a reversible decrease in male fertility.
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