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Psychological and Linguistic Analysis of Moral Judgement based on Hume®s Moral
Philosophy and Contemporary Metaethics
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This stud% examined the psychological and linguistic aspects of moral
judgments, relying on the moral philosophy of the 18th-century Scottish philosopher David Hume and

contemporary meta-ethics. Firstly, I clarified the primacy of language over sentiments in moral
judgments by showing that even in Hume®s moral sentimentalism, moral sentiments are specified by
language. Secondly, | have shown that a form of moral error theory can be derived from Hume®s
empiricist philosophy by demonstrating the possibility that such language-based moral judgments have

the function of attributing "objectively prescriptive properties” to objects but that such
properties cannot exist in the real world.
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