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The Development of Pure Land Buddhism in India: A Study of the
Bhaisajyaguru-Sutra
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As a result of a comparative study of the variants in all known versions of
the Vaisajyaguru-sutra, | did my best to clarify the history of the development of this Mahayana
Buddhist scripture.

In this context, the notion of “ hearing the name” of a buddha is central. This doctrine, which
has an essential role in Pure Land Buddhism, was apparently added to the part of the sutra that
explains the merits of the Vaisajyaguru Buddha, located between the descriptions of his twelve vows
and the prolonging of a lifetime, in the first stage of development of the sutra itself. After that,

it was added to the section proclaiming the twelve vows of this buddha.

I also concluded that _the author(s) of a later version of the Vaisajyaguru-sutra changed the
original sentence "hearing the sutra™ to "hearing the Buddha®s name™ 1n order to add the doctrine
valuing “ hearing the name” , and this change happened between the fifth and seventh centuries.
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