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Basic study on Buddhist art of Kora-Tamataregu Shrine : Estimation of original
installation location and organizing the process of separating Shinto and

Buddhiism
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Kora Taisha Shrine is located on Mt. Kora in Fukuoka Prefecture. Until the
end of the Edo period, it was called Kora-Tamataregu, and was a place of syncretism where gods and
Buddhas were enshrined together. Due to the policy of separating Shinto and Buddhism in the Meiji
period, the temples on the mountain were abolished and only the shrines remained. Today, the actual
status of these temples is no longer known.

In this study, | investigated temples around Mt. Kora and searched for Buddhist statues and
paintings that were originally located on Mt. Kora. Many works were discovered, making it possible

to speculate about the history of the temples.

It is generally understood that Buddhist art was indiscriminately destroyed during the separation of
Shinto and Buddhism. In reality, however, people both inside and outside the mountain protected the
Buddhist art. And by moving the art from the mountain, they are preserving the faith that had been
passed down on the mountain to this day.
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