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This study examines the Japanese detective fiction genre from the 1920s to
the 1950s as a dynamic form composed of diverse discourses and examines their correlation.
Specifically, we conducted a survey of media discourse, particularly newspapers and magazines, to
clarify the aspects of "tantei shosetsu™ in the 1920s and 1930s and the process by which they were
replaced by the term "suiri shosetsu" in the 1950s. The novels and critical practices of Takataro
Kigi, Etsuko Niki, and Yorichika Arima, who played an important role in this transition, are also
examined. As a result, it became clear that the transition of the above designations correlated with

the transition of the image of the genre from an "unhealthy" one associated with "eroticism and
grotesqueness™ to a "healthy" one.
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