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Historical Consciousness and Perceptions of Historic Sites in 19th century
Kokugaku

FURUHATA, Yusuke
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This research examined and transcribed the letters and writings of Takeka
Negishi and Yoshikage Inoue. It revealed that the perceptions of historic sites and objects by
Kokugaku scholars was based on their understanding of Shinto texts and historical books, rather than
that of material culture as in modern archaeology. Even after the Meiji period, when academic
knowledge was updated with the spread of Western archaeology, this text-based understanding remained
prevailing. Although Yoshikage was open to Western books and knowledge, they ultimately thought
W@stErE eerrtise could be traced back to ancient Japanese philosophy and thus should be encompassed
in Kokugaku.
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