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This research project examines the relationship between land reform, collectivization, and rural
economies in Northeast China in the late 1940s by clarifying local society®s (dis-)continuities,
specifically, the CCP"s penetration of the countryside. 1 focused on analyzing the local newspapers
from Northeastern China, which were rarely explored in the past. The study reached the following
rudimentary observations: considering the resource endowment of the region, investing in large-scale

agricultural management that included improvement in means of production and labor, rather than
conducting a radical land reform, was a more beneficial approach to stimulating the agricultural
sector. The equalization of land rights resulting from the land reform was counterproductive. It
could partly explain why the collectivization of the agricultural sector was introduced in
Northeastern China at the end of the 1940s.
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