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The process of forming a modern political order based on majority rule in local
communities in the Meiji 10s
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This study examines the formation and operational process of majority rule
in local communities during the Meiji Restoration. First, by examining the actual situation of
assemblies over land tax reform, it argues for the formation of a civil society in which people are
recognised as mutually equal individuals limited to male householders. Secondly, the formation of a
majority-rule political society with local assemblies in which individuals act.Through the
interaction of the above two points, it elucidates the establishment of a modern political order in
wﬂich de?isions by majority rule become normative in the local community and involve coercion for
the people.

Results of this study provides a perspective linking the transformation of the council system “
kougi” and the transformation from early modern society to modern society during the Meiji

Restoration.
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