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This study discusses the process of the policy for the disposal of
government-owned businesses, focusing on the rivalry between the center and local, and between the
public and private sectors. In particular, we focus on the Kaitakushi (Hokkaido Development and
Colonization Office) projects and their transferring plans in Hokkaido in the first half of Meiji
10s, and the trends surrounding the disposal of mines in the Tohoku region in the latter half of the

same period. Regarding the former, we clarified that Kaitakushi officials were strongly motivated
to conduct government-run businesses themselves, rather than outsourcing them to merchants, and that
this was a background for the scandal in 1881. Regarding the latter, we clarified that many people
in the areas surrounding the mines had demanded that the mines be sold to them or maintained by the
government, and examined the reasons why Takayuki Sasaki, Minister of Public Works, and others did
not accept their wishes.
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