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Study of prize competitions implemented in Saxony in the second half of the 18th
century.
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This investigation examines the framework of prize competitions as a pivotal
industrial promotion strategy that facilitated the advancement of industry in Saxony during the
18th century. Prize competitions constitute a policy in which a monetary reward is predetermined and
the public is solicited to devise solutions to industrial or academic challenges. This study has
demonstrated that prize competitions in Saxony primarily achieved enhancements in the quality of
products within existing professions, rather than promoting entrepreneurial spirit in new
professions. This also meant that the success of industrial development policies depended on the
existence of social strata capable of responding to these policies.
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