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The objective of this study was to identify the characteristics on the

educable” in the French Enlightenment, with a particular focus on the influence of natural history.
The study examined the educational theories of the naturalist Buffon.
The main findings are as follows: (1) The theme of education was not questioned out of an interest
in education itself, but as one of the issues in an inquiry into the "nature® that characterises
humans as different from other animals. (2) In order to understand the relation between the debates
on the "boundary between humans and animals® and ideas on the “ educable” , further research is
needed, particularly on Buffon, who was often referred to by his contemporaries as a major theorist.

(3) The characteristics identified in Buffon®s concept of the "educable” can be attributed to his
view of the human being and require further examination in comparison with the theories of his
contemporaries, namely the sensationalist philosopher Condillac.
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