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Social norms in early childhood education and care: Focusing on beliefs in
centers and of practitioners
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The purpose of this study was to examine social norms that children
encounter during their early childhood education and care with regard to their content and context.
Specifically, factors in the attitudes of practitioners, as well as how they are shared among
practitioners, were discussed. The results of individual and group interviews with practitioners
indicated that not only the actual situation of the children, but also the existing environment, the

philosophy of the center, the ideas of other practitioners, and the situation of the society
outside the center were interrelated, leading to judgments. Furthermore, the need for opportunities
to share these interrelated factors was suggested. The results of the questionnaire survey also
suggested differences in the judgment tendencies of individual practitioners related to their
perception of the number of rules, and that the relationship between children may be important in
playing fighting, which is a difficult game to support.
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