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A questionnaire survey of storytelling experiences among people affected by the
Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in late primary school years.

TANAKA, Kanae
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This_study aims to identify the conditions related to storytelling of
earthquake experiences of child survivors. An on-line questionnaire survey was conducted with people
who experienced the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in late primary school years.
The results of the study show that adults who were exposed to disasters as young people thought that
it was not only useful to talk about their disaster experience with peers, but that it was
beneficial to do so within the first year after the disaster. The participants favored peer-to-peer
discussion rather than talking with health practitioners in their childhood and in the future. At
the same time, this study showed that, having been exposed to a disaster, some children carry that
experience with them.
Given that nurses are involved with the care of this age group after disasters in Japan, a nurse-led
intervention that facilitates peer-to-peer discussion between children could be devised and
assessed for practicality and benefit.
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