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Comprehensive, International, and Universal Access to Public Policy Information
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We have been recently witnessing the steady increase of the government’ s public
information supply for citizens. This information has enabled easier access for policy information to
more people. Yet has such improvement in public information actually affected the ways in which we make
policy decisions, and, if positive, in what way? By focusing on these questions, we examine the
effectiveness of information supply, and provide citizens with universal access to policy information,
regardless of their knowledge and abilities to utilize information technology and language. We have
initiated data collection projects that have resulted in the development of a database on administrative
information disclosure requests to the prefectural and municipal offices, and the launch of an internet
video retrieval system for Diet deliberations in which one can pinpoint and play the parliamentary video
clips corresponding to the minutes of proceedings through a keyword search.
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Type keywords in English. They will be automatically translated to the Japanese eguivalent
most frequently used an the Internet. Press the search button without specifying any keyword
to display all the remarks wit hin the given time period. To specify several keywords, separate
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